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EDITORIAL 
Hulkamania Forever? 


71,000 people jammed the Toronto Exhibition Stadium to see Hulk Hogan retain his title against Paul Orndorff. 


71,000 people filled a single arena in Canada to 
see Hulk Hogan retain his title against Paul “Mr. 
Wonderful” Orndorff. Clearly, there is no appar- 
ent end to the popularity of this real-life Super- 
man. No human being on this planet can fill an 
arena as the Hulkster can. He is the rock on 
which the WWF is built. Without this dashing 
blond hero, there would be no World Wide 
Wrestling Federation as we now know it. Before 
Hulk Hogan, the average person on the street 
didn't know a single wrestler by sight. Today, you 


say “wrestling” and the response is “Hulk Hogan.” 


Thanks to the Hulk, wrestling fans all over the 
world can proudly say that they watch wrestling 
on TV and attend the matches. 
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Nobody laughs at a wrestling fan any more. 
Hulk Hogan has seen to that. 

How long will Hulk Hogan be the Number 1 
man? That's hard to predict. So many different 
factors go into staying champ. One must con- 
sider not only the champs abilities, but also 
those of the men who can dethrone him. So far, 
Hulk Hogan has beaten back the threats of 
Orndorff, Bundy, Studd and Savage. But, who 
knows who or what is waiting for him down the 
road? Either way, he has been a great champion 
and one we can all be proud of. Lets hope 
Hulkamania continues forever. 


Mike Bellew 
Editor 


EYE-OPENNING 
ACTION a MONTH 


DONT MISS A SINGLE 
PILE-DRIVING ISSUE 
SUBSCRIBE NOW AT THIS 
LOW PRICE!!! 

16 PAGES OF COLOR IN 
WRESTLING’S BIGGEST 
MAGAZINE 82 ACTION 
PAGES!!! 

INSIDE STORIES ON 

’ WRESTLING GREATS OF 
Soannua. TODAY AND YESTERDAY! 


5) AWARDS 


va 


K MORTON 5 / 
n Exclusive interview se ROCK 


WRESTLER 


te No 
a ROLL 
OF THE YEAR oe 


‘ejee XPRESS 


abt §6©— WRESTLING EVE 


vs. 
7 Y-welsClil ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION US $24.00 
(12 EXCITING ISSUES) 


CANADA & FOREIGN $30.00 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


Send check or money order to: 


NAME 

JEMS INC. BES 

PO Box 3359, 

Teaneck, NJ 07666 CY) Sa ee eee 
SU a — a eZ 


JEMS—Where the Action Never Stops! 


CAN THE BULLDOGS PUT 
THE BITE ON THE 


ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS? 
YOU DECIDE! . 


The ultimate tag team bout of the century 
would have to be between the BRITISH BULL- 
DOGS and the R’N’R EXPRESS. Chances of this 
actually happening are slim, but you can never 
tell. WRESTLING FURY is once again appealing 
to you, our readers, to decide the outcome of 
the match! 


Write down on a piece of paper what happens 
during the match and which team emerges vic- 
torious. All responses will be counted and the 

‘ best letters will appear in a later issue of 
WRESTLING FURY. 


Send all letters to: 


WRESTLING FURY 
JEMS, Inc. 
PO Box 3359 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 
Attn: Editor 


ans of all ages have come 
to love and admire these 
high-flying Romeos of the 
ring. Music is their common denomi- 
nator and from that starting point, 
Robert Gibson and Ricky Morton 
have formed possibly the greatest 
tag team in the NWA’s long history. 
When the Rockers rumble, you'll 
never hear a single boo or taunt from 
the crowd. The fans are their people. 
Yes, girls are the majority of their big- 
gest supporters, but you'll also see 
boys and men cheering them on. 
Unlike other “pretty boy” teams, the 
Rockers don't ask for special treat- 
ment. All these boys want to do is 
wrestle and win by the rules. 

Ricky Morton, the blond half of the 
Express, is a popular fellow. His cute 
smile and shaggy flaxen locks turn 
the girls on like nothing else can. At 
582 and 190 pounds, he is small but 
incredibly fast. He may not have the 
muscles of a Hawk or Animal, but 
lack of bulk allows Morton to wrestle 
for hours without running out of gas. 
Quickness coupled with natural 
strength is this man’s trademark. An 
opponent will never get the drop on 
this fast-thinking and fast-moving 
wrestler. Born in Nashville, Morton 
began wrestling professionally after 
graduating from high school. He has 
been a pro since 1979. 

Aside from his work with partner 
Robert Gibson, Morton is also a star 
in his own right. In 1986, he was Ric 
Flairs toughest challenger. In several 
non-title matches, including a six-man 
team match between Flair, Anderson 
and Blanchard against Morton, Gib- 
son and Rhodes, Ricky was able to 
pin Flair. When the title was actually 


THE ROCK ‘NW’ ROLL EXPRESS: ROCK ON! By Mike Bellew 


= 


SN 
on the line, Flair saved himself by a 
series of count-outs, disqualifications 
and outside interferences. Morton, 
despite his lack of muscle, forced the 
champ at every turn. So desperate 
was the World Champion, that he, 
Arn Anderson and Tully Blanchard 
attacked Ricky in the dressing room, 
breaking the youngster's nose. Even 
this did not stop Morton. Instead of 
taking time off to rest and heal, Mor- 
ton took to wearing a hockey mask to 
protect his injury. He continued to 
hunt Ric Flair throughout the NWA. 

Ricky Morton is a top-notch wres- 
tler and a shining example for young 
people all over the country. 

Born in Pensacola, Florida, Robert 
Gibson is the low-key half of the Rock 
'n’ Roll Express. Girl fans will tell you 
that the brunette Gibson is just as 
good looking as his partner. At 28, 
Robert stands 511142 and weighs 
200 Ibs. He began wrestling nine 
years ago as a tag team partner to 
his older brother, Rick Gibson, To- 
gether, they toured all the small 
Southern independent groups and fi- 
nally hit it big in the Mid South. 

Robert Gibson had wrestled in the 
Mid-South Area for several months 
before Ricky Morton came into the 
territory. It became apparent after a 
while that they had similar styles and 
similar interests. In 1983, the Rock ’n 
Roll Express was formed and a per- 
fect tag team was born. Morton and 
Gibson held the Mid-South tag team 
championship for most of 1984. Their 
toughest rivals were the Midnight Ex- 
press and Hercules Hernandez and 
Ted DiBiase. On December 2, 1984, 
DiBiase and Hernandez beat the 
Rockers. Three weeks later, the Ex- 
press came back to regain their 


championship. 

When the unlikely duo of Hector 
and Chavo Guerro beat the Rockers 
for the Mid-South tag team belts, Gib- 
son and Morton knew it was time to 
leave. In the NWA, Morton and Gib- 
son captured the tag team champi- 
onship from Ivan and Nikita Koloff on 
July 7, 1985. On October 9, the Rus- 
sians regained their belts. A month 
later, the Rockers came back. But 
once again, their place at the top was 
temporary, for their old rivals from the 
Mid-South, the Midnight Express, 
would end their rule. Of course, any 
time the Midnight Express wins, 
thanks in part goes to Jim Cornette 
and his powerful tennis racquet. The 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express stayed close 
and on August 18, in Philadephia, 
they regained the NWA champion- 
ship from the Midnight Express. 

Would this up and down roller 
coaster ride of the Rock'n’ Roll Ex- 
press affect their ability against a 
great team like the British Bulldogs? 
Some might think the Rockers are 
shell-shocked from their own wars 
and their constant intervention for 
friends. We've all seen the Rockers 
run to the aid of Dusty Rhodes, Baby 
Doll, and Magnum TA. They‘ve taken 
lumps that they didn't have to take. 
Has this affected their reflexes and 
their timing? The Bulldogs work like 
one unit, neither man is interested in 
a singles title Morton has wrestled Ric 
Flair many times. Has this effected 
the teamwork and friendship be- 
tween both men? These are ques- 
tions you should ponder before 
making your decision about the Rock 
’n’ Roll Express and their opponents, 
the British Bulldogs. * 


WRESTLING FURY 7 


THE BRITISH BULLDOGS: FAST AND ACCURATE! 


ollectively, the British Bull- 
dogs are the smallest pair 
of wrestlers ever to win the 
WWF tag team titles. Though ex- 
tremely muscular, Davey Boy is only 
5'10 and weighs a mere 228 pounds, 
while Tommy “The Dynamite Kia" Bil- 
lington is a fractional 5'8Y2 and 210 
pounds. For what they lack in size, 
the Bulldogs more than make up for 
in speed and skill. there isn't a move 
that they can't execute or a takedown 
that they haven't mastered. Billing- 
ton's “top rope suplex’ is in a class by 
itself. Together or as individual com- 
petitors, they can do just about any- 
thing in the wrestling ring. 

At 27, Dynamite Kid has been 
wrestling for roughly 12 years. You 
cant find too many young grapplers 
with that kind of experience. He 
came into the pro sport at a very 
young age and as a middleweight. 
Wrestling in his native Manchester, 
England, he was able to start at a 
lighter weight and grow into the full- 
fledged heavyweight you see today, 
After watching his high-flying maneu- 
vers, some people think he's still 
wrestling like a middleweight. In 
1978, The Kid left England for West- 
ern Canada. Although promoters 
were impressed with his knock ‘em 
dead dropkicks and lightning fast 
suplexes, few were willing to put such 
a small man in with the super 
heavyweights of North America. Until 
the Dynamite Kid added weight train- 
ing to his conditioning routine, his ca- 
reer was stuck in neutral. 

In 1982, Dynamite hooked up with 
his cousin Davey Boy Smith. Togeth- 
er, they were an incredible team. 


They toured Canada and Japan, win- 
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ning regional belts in several territo- 
ries. In fact, on February 7, 1984, 
Dynamite won the vacant WWF Jun- 
ior Heavyweight Title in Tokyo, Ja- 
pan. his reign was short lived, and 
the title declared vacant again after 
he returned to Canada. Later, he and 
Davey Boy Smith returned to the 
WWF and hit pay dirt. 

The Dynamite Kid can wrestle 
scientifically or brawl when it gets 
dirty. 

Davey Boy Smith is 23 years old 
and has been wrestling for nine 
years. Like his cousin, Smith began 
his pro career in England. Today, he 
and his wife live in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. Smith had a brief amateur 
career in Leeds, before turning pro at 
15, He wrestled in England for about 
five years, before coming to Canada 
in 1981. The big difference between 
Smith and the Dynamite Kid is Davey 
Boy's superior strength. In the ring, 
he is evey bit the acrobat and gym- 
nast that the Kid is. However, his big 
edge is in power. With a bull neck 
and immense biceps, Smith can 
bodyslam even the likes of Nikolai 
Volkoff and Adrian Adonis. Davey 
Boy Smith is the most talked about 
man in the area, He has size, talent 
and stamina to be one of the best in 
the WWF. 

The Bulldogs have been champi- 
ons since March 7, 1986, when when 
they won the team belts from Brutus 
Beefcake and Greg Valentine. A con- 
troversial match, Greg had Davey 
Boy in a side headlock when he hit 
heads with the Dynamite Kid. The 
Kid was outside the ring, reaching in 
to tag his exhausted partner when 


Valentine came forward. Out of reflex, 


Davey Boy fell backwards on top of 
his prone opponent. This act of luck 


gave the British Bulldogs their cham- 
pionship. 

Since then, the Bulldogs have 
been fighting champions. Hoss and 
Billy Jack Funk, the Sheik and Nikolai 
Volkoff, the Hart Foundation, and 
Bundy and Studd have all tried their 
luck against the champs. None have 
succeeded. As good as they are, the 
Bulldogs are hardly odds-on favorites 
to stay in the drivers seat for long. 
Physicaly, they are much smaller 
than most of their opponents. They 
have also lost their first and only man- 
ager, Captain Lou Albano. Finally, the 
Dynamite Kid was rumored to have 
injured his knee against the Sheik 
and Volkoff, yet continues to wrestle 
with torn ligaments. Still, hard work 
and talent has kept the British Bull- 
dogs ahead of the nay-sayers. 

Against the Rock 'n’ Roll Express 
the British Bulldogs would be facing 
a team equally as fast as themselves. 
The Express may not be as fancy as 
the Bulldogs are, but they are strong 
and more experienecd with the 
American style of professional wres- 
tling. The Bulldogs might befuddle 
the Rockers with some unexpected 
moves, The longer such a match 
would go, the more of an edge for 
the Bulldogs. From their WWF title 
defenses, we see that the Bulldogs 
gain the upper hand in the later half. 
With outstanding stamina, they can 
wait and exhaust an opponent as the 
bout wears on. however, against the 
Rockers, giving away that much of a 
lead might be a serious mistake. The 
Rockers willo come out fast, looking 
to end it early. While the British Bull- 
dogs are warming up, the Rockers 
might be already winning the match. 

As always, its your decision, 
readers. *« 


==RIC FLAIR PINS HULK" 
HOGAN! 


The fans have spoken: Ric Flair is 


That’s What YOU decided! 


the Number One Man in wrestling today. 


Your response was incredible. WRESTLING FURY considers itself lucky to 
have the smartest group of readers any magazine could hope for. 12,346 of 
you wrote us and shared your opinions and thoughts on Ric Flair and Hulk 
Hogan. The WWF World's Heavyweight Champion took 5,212 of the final vote. 
“Slick” Ric was slightly ahead by 7,134. Both great wrestlers and the officials of 
the NWA and WWF will be informed of the outcome. Hopefully, this over- 
whelming interest on your part may lead to an actual match-up between Flair 
and Hogan. Thats something we‘ all like to see. 

/f your letter wasn't published here, please dont feel bad. Your vote counted 
every bit as much. Keep writing, there's always next time. Remember, we want 
your opinions on the ROCK'N'ROLL EXPRESS and their opponents, the 


BRITISH BULLDOGS. 


Who's the best? The man with the 
Bulk, thats who, The Hulkster is the 
Number One Wrestler in the world. If 
you ask me, he's the most devastat- 
ing wrestler around. That makes him 
a 10 on offense. He's practically im- 
mune to injury, which makes him a 10 
on defense with the ability to absorb 
punishment. Physique-wise, Hulk Ho- 
gan is incredible. At his enormous 
size, he can squash anyone ina 
bearhug between those 24-inch “py- 
thons’ and they'l readily submit. 
C. Bulen 
Columbus, OH 


If a tournament of the three recog- 
nized world champions got together, 
the least likely to win is Nick Bock- 
winkel. | think he would lose to Flair, 
then lose to Hulk Hogan. This would 
put his title up for grabs. Hogan vs. 
Flair would be the toughest to de- 
cide. | think Flair would be disquali- 
fied, therefore Hogan would keep his 
belt. Flair would also get to jkeep his, 
and as a result of the disqualification, 
Nick Bockwinkel would be given 
back his AWA title. 
Terry Gill 
Mt. Vernon, OH 


As a fan | believe if the NWA World 
Champion Ric Flair and the WWF 
World Champion Hulk Hogan were 
to have a title match, Ric Flair would 
get the job done. First of all, he has 
great skill and determination. Proof of 
this is the gold around his waist. From 
what | see of Hulk Hogan, he has 
very little wrestling ability. Ric Flair has 
an amateur background from col- 
lege. The only background the Hulk- 
ster has is when he wrestled with his 
guitar in a rock band. (It must have 
been hard to practice the “Figure- 
Four Grapevine Leglock’ on it.) Let's 
face it: Flairs causin’ all this! 
Angel Ledford 
Spartanburg, SC 


When you asked who was better — 
Hulk Hogan or Ric Flair—it took me a 
long time to decide. However, I've fi- 
nally made up my mind. | am going 
with Hulk Hogan. Ric Flair is always 
getting beaten up and Hogan gets 
more fans and crowds. 

Jeff Haberer 
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If the NWA Champion fought the 
WWF Champ in a tournament, Ric 
Flair would come out victorious. The 
reasons why he would win are obvi- 
ous, Flair knows all the moves. Hulk 
Hogan has never fought anyone in 
the WWF who knows the moves like 
Ric Flair. Ric Flair is also strong. He 
successfully defended his belt thir- 
teen times in the Great American 
Bashes of 86. Flair has more ex- 
perience than Hogan. Hulk Hogan- 
would be in DEEP trouble against 
that kind of experience. 

George Kochilas 


| say if Ric Flair and Hulk Hogan were 
to wrestle each other, Ric Flair would 
definitely come out the winner. Why? 
Because he can beat the best. He's 
much more skilled than Hogan is. 
Sure, there is a height disadvantage, 
but if a wrestler is good enough, that 
isn't a problem. Ric Flair would out- 
maneuver and out-fox Hulk Hogan 
any day of the week. He's the best! 
Sherry Terhaar 
Farmland, IN 


| think it should be Hulk Hogan who 
wins the tournament. He's not a 
cheater or a liar. He wrestles fair and 
doesnt break the rules to win a 
match. He's a fair person and that's 
why he should be Number One all 
the way. 

Linda Gonzalez 

New York, NY 


There is only one who could come 
out with all the belts, and | believe it 
would be the WWF Heavyweight 
Champ Hulk Hogan. He has all the 
ability to ovecome Ric Flair. He is am- 
bitious and intelligent. All the fans are 
behind him. 
Nanie Turner 
Martinsville, VA 


| think that if Hulk Hogan and Ric 
Flair were to wrestle in a tournament 
tomorrow, Hulk Hogan would win all 
three belts. The reason he would win 
all three belts is because he is the 
best wrestler ever. 
Dee Dee Lowe 
Nassau, Bahamas 
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lf Hulk Hogan and Ric Flair were to 
wrestle each other, The Hulkster 
would come out victorious. When 
Hulk Hogan is done, it doesn't neces- 
sarily mean he's out, Hulk-A-Mania 
running wild. Nothing can stand in its 
way. 
Al Spitalnik 
Staten Island 


| think that Ric Flair is a better wrestler 
than Hulk Hogan. Ric Flair has had a 
lot more experience than Hulk Ho- 
gan. Don't get me wrong; | like Hulk 
Hogan, but | just think Ric can beat 
him. There are some things, how- 
ever, | can't stand about Ric. For in- 
stance what he and the so-called 
Four Horsemen did to Ricky Morton. 
| mean it just makes me sick. 
Cindy Linkous 
McAdenville, NC 


Hulk Hogan! 
Richard Jelinek Jr. 
Toledo, OH 


You want to know who's the best? | 
say none of them. Ric Flair seems like 
he buys the referee off and Hulk Ho- 
gan has his belt so no one can win it. 
| say: Kerry Von Erich. | think he 
would come out on top, because he 
is one guy who will never take payoff 
to lose a match. 

Tommy Cash 

Rustberg, VA 


Hulk Hogan is the best. He does not 
lose against good opponents. Ric 
Flair is always getting himself dis- 
qualified. Hulk Hogan would win be- 
cause he's better! 
Jon Hedman 
Niles, MI 


Ric Flair is far superior than the other 
so-called champion, Hulk t ogan. His 
wrestling qualities are numerous, as 
his scientific ability on holds. His en- 
durance to wrestle hour matches sur- 
passes Hulk Hogan's stamina. Ric 
Flair has a vast range of contenders 
to put his title up against and is ona 
tough schedule, which no other wres- 
tler could handle. Ric flair is the best 
and only champion in wrestling. 
Jacqueline Verda 
St. Louis, MO 


Ric Flair is beyond any single doubt 
the best, the most capable wrestler 
worthy of holding all three champion- 
ships. Ric Flair’s actions speak for 
themselves. He defends his title day 
in and day out. He makes an appear- 
ance on TV every week. Heis a 
sharp dresser and everything he 
says in relation to himself, he can 
back it up. Ric Falir is a true champ- 
ion. | cannot see anyone but him 
wearing a World Championship Belt. 
David Burnley 
Salem, VA 


If there were to be a tournament 
tomorrow, | think Hulk Hogan would 
win because Hulk Hogan believes in 
himself. With all the support from his 
fans and the “Little Hulksters,” he 
would be sure to win. Keep up the 
good work, 
Erma Pettijohn 
Georgetownm, DE 


| think Ric Flair is the best because 
Hulk Hogan depends on his size to 
win. He hardly knows any scientific 
wrestling holds at all. Ric Flair is a 
great scientific wrestler and he.can 
fight with the best of them. 

Gary Brewer Jr. 


Are you serious? As a lifelong fan of 
pro wrestling, | find your question an 
insult. Hulk Hogan is a media crea- 
tion. Ric Flair will go down in history 
as one (if not the one) of the true 
greats. | dont care what little six-year- 
old kids in Hulkamania underwear 
think, Hogan can't wrestle. It's that 
simple. FLAIR RULES! 

The Fan 


Hulk Hogan is the better man and a 
better wrestler than Ric Flair. 
Evelyn Walton, 
Columbus, OH 


As the Nature Boy says, “it takes a 
man to beat a man.” Ric knows what 
moves to make, because he uses his 
head, and he’s a thinker. | have seen 
Ric Flair wrestle the best and still walk 
away with the NWA World’s Heavy- 
weight Title. 

Gerald Wayne Edwards 

Dallas, NC 


Don’t worry, Hulk Hogan didn’t lose by much. 


My choice to win the WWF and NWA 
titles is Hulk Hogan. The Hulkster is 
more popular than Ric Flair. He has a 
better build, and Hogan prays to 
God to keep him going. | think Hulk 
Hogan is more of a man than Ric 
Flair. 

John Katz 


| think Ric Flair is the best. | know 
Hulk Hogan has all those bulky mus- 
cles, but it will take quickness, ex- 
perience and style to beat “Slick” Ric. 
Hulk Hogan could never beat that 
“gorgeous sharp-dressed man.” 
Tracey Seawell 
Olivia, NC 


Hulk Hogan doesnt need ten people 
to beat his opponents. You should be 
able to look up to your champ. Ric 
Flair is a jerk. 

Patrick Conahey ur. 
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your tuket to 


the very best of BEAUTIFUL 


A SUPERB COLLECTION ae NO- HOLDS: BARRED 


FIGHTING WILDCATS 


A one hour tape containing five action-packed matches | 
including two violent catfights in which gorgeous girls are 
100% involved in tearing each other apart. Hear the unbe- 

lievable screams, threats and insults — the clothes tear- 

ing and humiliating abuses as each girl battles with }, 
incredible intensity. The cliche “you'll feel as if you're [ 
watching it live” definitely applies here! *VF-107 


INTERNATIONAL BATTLE ROYAL 


Features Jaguar Yokota, ‘All The Marbles” star Mimi 
Hagiwara and Omori Yukori vs. the beautiful, but 
deadly, Devil Masami, Lei Lani Kai, and in a rare stint 
as a villainess, Irish Velvet Mcintyre. Mimi really takes 
her lumps in this one. Bout 2, or the World Cham- 


pionship. Sensational Vickie Williams vs. Jackie Sato. 
Not only does Vickie choke, gouge and stomp 
Jackie, she brings her own referee! It's a near 

. riot as these two gals battle for world domi- 
@ nance! Bout 3. Jaguar vs. Dallas Cowgirl Wendi 

; Richter in a wonderful matchup, featuring 
speed and skill vs. brute strength. #VC-17 


SUBMIT OR SUFFER! 


Contains two very bizarre matches! In bout 

#1, Julie and Laurie agree to a match in 

which only leg hold submissions will deter- 

mine the winner and they'll fight until one 

can't continue. The victim is 

subjected to punishment that is merciless and the gym 
echoes to cries of pain and screams of submission until 
one girl cannot continue, In the second bout Penquin and 
Alison battle furiously. One gains the upper hand and 
starts punishing her opponent in ways not found in the 
rule book. When it escalates into a brawl, wrestling gives 
way to chaos! *RGV-17 


VHS or BETA 
FOREIGN CUSTOMERS 
All tapes available 
in PAL rORDat 


CATFIGHT GALORE 
This premiere issue in its 2nd big printing is for the true connoisseur of female 
combat, 19 different bouts with more than 225 photos — 20 in full color! Each 
match has exciting text to add to your enjoyment. Your favorite girls including Oral 
Annie, Uschi, Su-Ling, Serena, and many others — plus a Bettie Page catfight and 
bouts from the 40's and 50's. A sizzler of a publication! 


FIGHTING GALS Monthly «1: 


In this British publication you'll discover a new high in sensuous, savage, realistic 
female fight fiction in “A Woman of Honour”. "Girl Wrestling Galore” is an all-photo 
feature depicting pro wrestling at its wildest and most brutal! Thrill to “Beaten By 
Beverly”, “Humiliation At Rochdale”, sensual cartoons and photos and much more! 


AMAZONS IN ACTION «33 


Wrestling and boxing action worldwide: A detailed account of the British WCS 
tournament, which saw a tough blonde beauty introduce the ultimate in female 
submission holds! Great coverage of those cute, but savage, Thai kick-boxers! A 
nine-page, photo-packed piece on the sensational new German Mat Club. The latest 
on the Japanese women’s wrestling scene, All this, plus much, much more! 


FIGHTING HELLCATS <¢s 


Another color-crammed issue for the discriminating female fight fan! Includes: 
“Wrestling Twins,” “Topless Tough Girls,” “Back Breaking Bitch,” and the return of 
Lynn Ann Wilson! All this plus 7 additional sensual and vicious bouts. Also, more 
from “Casey's Sketchbook,” letters from our readers, fabulous fiction and so much 
more! A must for all catfight fans! 


CLAWS +79 


Brings you the British apartment wrestling scene with fine photo coverage of the 
latest action among those battling beauties. In "Contenders" you'll read a no-details- 
spared account of a striptease kick-boxing bout! It matches a beautiful, ruthless 
Chinese tigress against a muscular German beauty. And there's more — fiction, 
photos, drawings — awaiting you in this exciting issue. 


BATTLING AMAZONS +3 


A special issue with 16 full-color pages! Thrill to an exciting topless apartment battle 
of the big boobs, Get down and watch Queen Kong kick ass! This issue has more 
cartoons and more pages in glorious color. Exciting letters too. You'll get the 
lowdown on all your favorite girl fight stars. Who's pinning who and loving it! Only in 
BATTLE AMAZONS, 


Only $8 each 
Any three only $22 


All six for only $40 (2 ss) 


WRESTLING & BOXING FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 


GIRL WRESTLING TOURNAMENT bss — 
ONE HOUR 


From Scotland . . . three excellent matches! The first bout 


matches the powerful Carolyn against the smaller but cat-quick 
Trina. A classic pairing of strength and experience against speed 
and spirit! The second match features Debbie, one of the 
toughest, most skilled wrestlers ever to appear on video. And 
CASS ES you'll marvel at the ability of her opponent, Thea, to absorb 
for as little as 
in quantity 


~ 


punishment and come back fighting! The beautiful Julie opposes 
the buxom Kay in the next contest. Julie appears to be 
overmatched, but quickly proves she's as deadly on the mat as 
she is beautiful! “RGV-3 


TOURNAMENT TIGRESSES 


Brings -~ the final matches of the tournament — and they are 3 
gems! The first pairs Alison against June. This match erupts into a 
brawl before the openning bell sounds. The two girls never let up. 
Both are tough, strong and merciless. Bout 2 features club champion 
Lorraine, a tall, werful beauty, against Suzie who is smaller but no 
less determined. Suzie gives Lorraine a rough time, but finally the 
champ exhibits a body scissor that goes beyond being punishment . . . 
./ it's paralyzing! The final match pits the champ Lorraine against the 
"| former champ Shiela. This is a contest you'll long remember. It's 
female wrestling at it's finest! *RGV-4 


BIKINI BOXING & WRESTLING 
Features those kinky ladies of the British Isles. Bout one 
between Lori and Julie starts off as a boxing contest, but 
things quickly get out of hand and the gloves come off. Body 
slams and knee drops are used with devasting effect. The 
action is feverish. Highly recommended! The second 
encounter pits big Chinky, against trim, but murderous, Wilma 
in a bikini battle for survival. Both combatants are adept at 
illegal moves. Neither girl can keep contained in the skimpy 
bikini. A feast for lovers of violent female flesh! *RGV-11 
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Hercules Hernandez vss 
Billy Jack Haynes 
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Haynes is whipped face-first into the turnstyle. 


We often find 
bitter enemies actually respecting 
their mutual skills and abilities. Paul 
“Mr. Wonderful’ Orndorff begrudging- 
ly respects Hulk Hogan's size and 
strength. Ricky Morton concedes that 
Ric Flair is a marvelous mat techni- 
cian. And the Koloffs are forced to 
admit they met their equals in the 
Road Warriors. This is usually the 


case, but it isn't the rule. The excep: 
tion is the perpetual ring rivalry be- 
tween Billy Jack Haynes and 
Hercules Hernandez. These two 
broad-shouldered wrestling giants 
hate each other to the max. 

“Haynes is a bum,” denounced the 
Spanish gargantua to Gene Oker- 
lund on a previous TNT. “That #%&!? 
is a rotten crumb. He's a third-rate 
bum with no ability. Billy Jack Haynes 


isn't even in my league!” 

A modest man, Billy Jack isn't as 
nasty in referring to Hernandez. Still, 
the basic feeling is the same. “Her- 
cules doesnt belong in the ring. He 
has no respect for the rules or regula- 
tions of our sport, Without the fouls 
and dirty tricks, Hernandez is just a 
walking barbell with no agility.” 

Ironically, both men could be good 
friends, based on past experiences. 
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Haynes is crushed in Hernandez’s incredibly agonizing bearhug. 


Both Haynes and Hernandez share a 
similar past and both spent a great 
deal of time in the Sunshine State of 
Florida. Hernandez was born and 
raised in Tampa.He started wrestling 
in 1984 in the mid-South, but soon 
returned to his home state. There, the 
62, 255-pound matman made a 
reputation as one of the strongest 
men in the NWA. 

While in Florida, he was managed 
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by Percy Pringle and was a proud 
member of the Pringle Dynasty. It 
was with Pringle's help that Hernan- 


dez won the Southern heavyweight ti- 


tle. He feuded with his manager, just 
as he had done with Jim Cornette in 
the Mid-South, and moved to the 
World Class area. There he was 
managed by Sunshine. A fiendish 
rulebreaker, he had promised to help 
Sunshine rid the World Class of vil- 


lains like Kimala. Needless to say, he 
never kept such a vow. The late Gino 
Hernandez chased him out of Texas 

and into the WWF. 

Billy Jack Haynes wasn't born in 
Florida. He was born and raised in 
Portland, Oregon. He took the name 
“Billy Jack” because he admired the 
character portrayed by Tom Laughlin 
in the 1971 movie. He added his real 
last name in 1983, out of respect for 


his father. Most fans didn't care what 
he called himself, just as long as he 
didn't change from the tough scien- 
tific wrestler they had come to know. 
Portland promoters Dick Savage 
and Don Owens helped him get start- 
ed in the business. They felt the 62 
and 250-pound bodybuilder had 
potential. While pumping iron, Billy 
took second in the Mr. Pacific Coast 
Contest. In Oregon and Washington 


Hayes perfected his submission hold, 
the full nelson. He left the West Coast 
after being able to beat NWA World 
Champ Ric Flair in a series of 
matches in Portland. He moved to 
Florida and was welcomed with open 
arms. Many fans believe it was 
Haynes arrival which sent Hercules 
running. ¢ 

Today both men are in the WWF. 
The war between Hercules Hernan- 


Both men took control of the action at 
different times during the match. 


——, S. 
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It ended in a draw. 


dez and Billy Jack Haynes will set the 
final definition of masculinity and 
macho. 

“Haynes is the one in trouble, 
baby,” concluded Hernandez. “Im 
glad we finally caught up to each 
other in oné territory. This will settle all 
questions about who is stronger and 
who is the better wrestler,” said 
Haynes. “When | get him in the full 
nelson, he'll have no excuses!” + 
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On June 29 in Denver, Colorado, Nick Bockwinkel assumed 
the AWA Heavyweight championship. Nick did not win the 
title, but was given it by the AWA officials when Stan Han- 
sen refused to wrestle him. The champ must have friends 
in high places because this is not the first time he has 
claimed the world title without having to fight for it. In 1982 
Bockwinkel lost the same belt to Verne Gagne. The new 
champ immediately retired (wanting only to go out a win- 
ner) after the match rather than holding a tournament, and 
the AWA gave the belt back to the defeated ex-champ. 

So far, Nick has been a creditable titlist. He has survived 
seven months of grueling competition — especially for a 
man his age. In spite of this, we think Bockwinkel's fall is 
soon coming. There are several wrestlers out there right 
now who must give Nick the willies. 

The mere mention of the following names must send 
shivers up and down his spine. 


John “The Barbarian” 


Nord 


If the gods had been kindred, it 
would have been The Barbarian as 
AWA champion and not Nick Bock- 
winkel. It was June 28 in Oakland, 
California. Nord and Bockwinkel 
faced each other in a match where 
the winner was to get a crack at Stan 
Hansen. With help from his manager 
Adnan EI Kaissey (and the added 
leverage of his feet on the bottom 
rope) Nord pinned Bockwinkel. Only 
a screw-up in plane schedules forced 
Nord to miss the next-day showdown 
with Hansen. 

At 26, John “The Barbarian” Nord 
is one of the most feared men in the 
game. Raw muscle, power and vi- 
cious ability are what make this 66 
and 290-pound wrestler so danger- 
ous. Nord entered professional wres- 
tling after playing a season with the 
New Jersey Generals. Like most 
powerful wrestlers, Nord uses a 
bruising style of bodyslams and 
bearhugs. This makes him a tremen- 
dous offensive wrestler, but limits him 
on defense. In his recent title 
defenses, Nick's versatility has kep 
Nord out of bounds. On several oc- 
casions, the Barbarian has been 
completely knocked out of the ring 
by Bockwinkel dropkicks. 

Nord has youth and strength on 
his side. Facing such a powerful op- 
ponent Bockwinkel is always in for a 
rough time. 


John “The Barbarian” Nord uses a brutalizing style of bodyslam and bearhugs. 


the one-time AWA champ is wrestling 
for the International Wrestling group 
in Canada. Martel left the AWA with a 
reputation as a “quitter.” This because 
he had dropped the championship 
ona submission to Stan Hansen on 
December 29, 1985. What many did 
not know is that Martel had severely 
injured his back only three days be- 
fore in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

As a wrestler, Martel is neither 
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Rick Martel 


Former champions are among the 
first men chosen as opponents for 
the current champion. However, for 
Rick Martel this wasn't the case. The 
latest rumor is that Martel is going to 
the WWF and has no interest in 
reclaiming his former championship. 
Nick Bockwinkel might be spreading 
this tale himself. At the present time, 


flashy nor flamboyant. He is a mod- 
est man with sensational skills. When 
he held the title, Rick gave Bock- 
winkel several cracks and in all he 
was victorious. A match between 
Bockwinkel and Martel today would 
leave Nick minus the AWA title. That's 
a bet you could put money on. 


Scott Hall 


Scott Hall seems destined to take the 
AWA Heavyweight title. Two months 
into 1987 and he still looks like a most 
formidable challenger. At 6'5 and 270 
pounds, Hall has the size and power 
of John “The Barbarian” Nord, plus 
more experience. Hall got his early 
ring instructiuons from none other 
than Ricky Steamboat. Scott could 
not have learned from a better 
teacher. 

The big man may lack the speed 
and skills of his tag team partner Curt 
Henning, but he has a solid back- 
ground. In 1986, Hall and Curt Hen- 
ning won the AWA tag team 
championship. This prevented Hall’ 
from challenging for the heavyweight 
crown earlier. Later, Scott's feud with 
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Otto Wanz is interested in another tour of America. 


Colonel DeBeers stymied his ad- 
vancement. The way is now clear for 
Hall. This is a fact that Nick Bock- 
winkel must dread. 


Otto Wanz 


The 62 and 360-pound Austrian 
heavywight scares Nick Bockwinkel 
to death. Recognized in Europe as 
World Champion, Wanz won the 
AWA championship in 1982 from 
Bockwinkel. He held the belt against 
all comers for three months before 
dropping it to Bockwinkel. a very 
quick-moving fat man, Wanz can use 
his bulk to his advantage. Right now 
Wanz, like Gagne and Martel, is out 
of the promotional picture. However, 
news of Nick Bockwinkel's crowning 
must interest him in another tour of 
America. 


Verne Gagne 


Here's the man who holds victory af- 
ter victory over Nick Bockwinkel. No 
one knows Nick better than this fel- 
low. Forget the fact that Verne is cur- 
rently taking it easy. Verne's retired 
and unretired more times than one 
can count. You can bet Gagne must 
be reconsidering his decision to retire 
since Nick regained the belt. 

Eleven-time AWA champion, Verne 
Gagne must eagerly wish to make it 
an even dozen. 

A pro wrestler since 1948, Verne is 
the master of every hold and lock. In 
fact, he taught many of today’s super- 
stars. In 1959, Gagne broke away 
from the existing NWA to form his 
own wrestling federation, the AWA. At 
the age of 56 when many other wres- 
tlers are retired, Verne won, and then 
retired, as AWA champion, beating 
Nick Bockwinkel. In his last come- 
back, tag teaming with son Greg 
Gagne, Verne broke three ribs. Still, 
this will not stop Verne if he's truly de- 
termined to be World Champ again. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Some readers 
may be wondering why Brad Rhein- 
gans, Larry Zbyszko, Boris Zuchoff 
and other current contenders are 
missing from the top five. All of these 
challengers had cracks at Bock- 
winkel with none leaving a lasting im- 
pression. Clearly, they are outclassed 
by the veteran grappler. *« 


Verne Gagne knows Nick Bockwinkel better than anyone. Eleven time AWA 
champ, Gagne must eagerly wish to make it an even dozen. 
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Ron Bass has Kendo Nagasaki trapped in a painful chinlock. 


MWe 
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Bass was disqualitied when he refused to break on the referee’s command. - 
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This stunned Bass for the moment. 
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Ron Bass works over Kendo Nagasaki 


The winner and his manager, Lord Oliver Humperdick. 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Compiled by Carmine DeSpirito 
and L.J. Baumer 


a8 
Joe LeDuc—#5 in the World Class. 


N.W.A. W.W.F. WORLD CLASS 

Champion: Ric Flair Champion: Hulk Hogan Champion: Chris Adams 

1. Dusty Rhodes 1. Paul Orndorff 1. Kevin Von Erich 

2. Wahoo McDaniel 2. King Kong Bundy 2. Brian Adias 

3. Magnum T.A. 3. Adrian Adonis 3. Steve Simpson 

4. Ricky Morton 4. John Studd 4. Bruiser Brody 

5. Nikita Koloff 5. Roddy Piper 5. Joe LeDuc 

6. Barry Windham 6. Ricky Steamboat 6. Matt Borne 

7. Arn Anderson 7. Hercules Hernandez 7. Dingo Warrior 

8. Lex Lugar 8. Don Muraco 8. Lance Von Erich 

9. Buddy Landell 9. Jake The Snake Roberts 9. Brad Batten 
10. Robert Gibson 10. Kamala 10. Grappler #1 

A.W.A. W.W.C. FLORIDA 

Champion: Nick Bockwinkel Champion: Carlos Colon 1. Lex Lugar 

1. Nord The Barbarian 1. Eric Embry 2. Ron Bass 

2. Scott Hall 2. Invader #1 3. Tyree Pride 

3. Larry Zbyszko 3. Hans Muller 4. Barry Windham 

4. Bruiser Brody 4. Invader #2 5. Ed Gantner 

5. Colonel DeBeers 5. Mighty Igor 6. Cuban Assassin 

6. Jimmy Snuka 6. Invader #3 7. The Ninja 

7. Marty Jannetty 7. Chuckie Starr 8. Stan Lane 

8. Sean Michaels 8. Abdullah the Butcher 9. Kareem Muhammad 

9. Brad Rheingans 9. Ron Starr 10. Steve Keirn 

. Leon White 10. Killer Karl Krupp 


U.W.F. 


Champion: Terry Gordy 
1. Jim Duggan 
2. Steve Williams 
. Ted DiBiase 
. Michael Hayes 
. Terry Taylor 
. John Tatum 
. Sting 
. Brett Sawyer 
. One Man Gang 
. Tommy Rogers 


1.C.W. 


Champion: Philip Apollo 
1. Joe Savoldi 
2. The Purple Haze 
. Kendall Windham 
. Terry Daniels 
. Barry Windham 
. Tyree Pride 
. Kevin Sullivan 
. Cuban Assassin 
9. Abdullah the Butcher 
. Bob Roop 


ANNOUNCERS 


. Jesse Ventura 

. Bruno Sammartino 
. Gene Okerlund 

. Gordon Solie 

. Tony Shiagane 


REFEREES 


. Dick Woerhle 

. Bill Alphonso 

. Tommy Young 
. Jack Lotz 

. Scott LeDoux 


VALETS 


. Dark Journey 
. Baby Doll 

. Sherri Martel 
. Missy Hyatt 

. Precious 


Ted DiBiase—#3 in the UWF. 


Hercules 


4 


Hernandez—#7 in the WWF. 
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BUN DY' 


A King Kong Interview 


Interviewed by Anna Almguist 


Photos by John Barrett 
and Carmine De Spirito 


“I got my nickname 
‘King Kong’ by 
throwing out the 
rowdiest patrons into 
the street.”’ 


NAME: King Kong Bundy 
HEIGHT: 6'2 

WEIGHT: 420 Ibs. 

DATE OF BIRTH: Nov. 7, 1957 
HOME TOWN: Atlantic City, NJ 
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT: 


Wrestled Hunk Hogan in a steel 
cage at Wrestlemania 2 on April 7, 
1986. Televised across the United 
States, it was the largest gate in 
Wrestling history. 
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WRESTLING FURY: Did you have 
any experience in wrestling before 
becoming a professional? 

KING KONG BUNDY: Yes, | wres- 
tled in high school and | also played 
football. 

WF: Many wrestlers continue to 
wrestle in college, did you? 

KB: No, | didn't have the time to go to 
college. | got my wrestling smarts by 
working as a bouncer. | worked in 
some of the toughest bars and clubs 
in Atlantic City. | got my nickname 


“King Kong” by throwing the rowdiest 
patrons into the street. 

WF: How did you get involved in 
professional wrestling? 

KB: Gary Hart helped me to get into 
the game. He was impressed by my 
natural strength and size. 

WF: Where and when was your first 
professional wrestling match? 

KB: It was in Fort Worth, Texas, in 
1981. | defeated Big Bill White in 47 
seconds. | came out of the audience 
and beat him without any problems. | 


became friendly with the Von Erichs, 
but they turned on me. | went back to 
be managed by Gary Hart and then 
by Skandor Akbar. | have a record 
for beating my opponents fast. At 
Wrestlemania 1, | beat S.D. Jones in 
23 seconds—a record! 

WF: What is your best tactic? 

KB: The Big Splash. Nobody, but no- 
body has ever gotten up from it. 
Once | hit you, thats all there is. 

WF: You've had a few managers, 
haven't you? 

KB: Yes: Gart Hart, Paul Ellering, 
Skandor Akbar, Jimmy Hart and, 
now, Bobby Heenan. You need a 


manager in this business because 
everybody is out for themselves. 

WF: And what about feuds? Many of 
them? 

KB: Yes, a lot of them. I've had prob- 
lems with Alebry Madril, the Von 
Erichs, Junkyard Dog in the Mid- 
South, Dusty Rhodes, Tommy Rich, 
Brett and Buzz Sawyer in the NWA. 
With the Masked Superstar, | beat the 
Road Warriors for the National tag 
team championship. Now, in the 
WWF, I've fought with Hulk Hogan, 
Andre the Giant, and Hillbilly Jim. 
WF: What about Big John Studd? 
Are you guys friends or what? 


“I lost my hair ina 
match back in 1982. 
Fritz Von Erich won 
and so I had to shave 
my hair all of f.”’ 
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“1 injured Hogan and sent him to the pupae 
hospital. | did enjoy doing it to him.” 
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“I’ve lost count of all the ribs and arms I’ve 


RAREST 1 iS oe 
broken. 
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“I have a record for 
beating my opponents 
fast. At Wrestlemania 
1, | beat S. D. Jones in 
23 seconds—a 
record!”’ 


KB: No comment. 


WF: When did you first start shaving 
your whole head? 

KB: | don't like to talk about it. | lost 
my hair in amatch, back in 1982. Fritz 
Von Erich w6n so | had to shave my 
hair all off. I've kept it off so my oppo- 
nents wont pull my hair. You can't 
trust anyone in this business. 

WF: Have you injured many wres- 
tlers with the “Big Splash”? 

KB: I've lost count of the ribs and 
arms I've broken. The four that stand 
out in my mind are Bill Whitee, Andre 
the Giant in Canada, Hillbilly Jim and 4 
Hulk Hogan in Phoenix on Saturday . . : 

Nights Main Event. The Big Machine has Bundy right where he 
WF: Everyone knows about your wants him. 

match against Hulk in Wrestlemania 
2, but didnt you also wrestle Hogan 
outside of the United States? 

KB: Yes, in Japan, and | was defeat- 
ed by him. 

WF: In the match in Phoenix, you in- 
terfered with Don Muraco and Ho- 
gan. Was that planned? 

KB: Why just became my manager, 
Bobby Heenan, replaced Mr. Fuji 
and seconded Muraco? Sure its easy 
to blame everything on us. | only 
interfered after Hulk Hogan attacked 
Heenan. | injured Hogan and sent 
him to the hospital. | did enjoy doing 
it to him. 

WF: Did Wrestlemania 2 settle the 
score between you and Hogan? 

KB: Yes, | did wrestle Mr. Hogan in 
Los Angeles, in a cage match, and | 
did lose. But believe me, there are 
going to be many more matches be- 
tween Hogan and myself. One match 
doesnt settle anything. 

WF: Thank you for your time. 

KB: It was my pleasure and it was 
nice talking with you. * 


ong 
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MACHO vs. MORALES 


Two Champs, One Title 


Photos & text by John Barrett 
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A Morales bodyslam puts Savage on the canvas. dro stands over the “Macho Man.” 


* 


Dy es There's nothing more a wrestling 
‘D> : champion fears than facing a former 

titlist in the ring. Especially, if he had 
once held the same belt the wrestlers 
now wearing. Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage, who has had problems with 
several current challengers for his 
time, entered the ring in dread when 
he faced Pedro Morales. Not only 
had Morales held the Intercontinental 
belt, he also had possession of the 
WWE Heavyweight crown. At his 
peak, the man could do it all. By the 
way, he not only held the Intercon- 
tinental tile, but he actually won it 
twice. Randy certainly had his work 
cut out for him. 

From the start, it was two champi- 
ons after one title. Would age and ex- 
perience win out? Or would speed 
and agility on the part of the “Macho 
Man” decide it all? For those at ring- 
side, the answer was short in coming. 


: : Ss a No sooner had the match begun, 
Randy retaliated by throwing Morales through the ropes. WRESTLING FURY 33 
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when both men were outside the 
ring. Many had predicted the match 
would be more of a slugfest than any- 
thing else, and it was. With left and 
right hooks, Morales staggered 
Savage at close range. The “Macho 
Man’ retreated looking for room to 
launch his own high-flying assault. 
When the moment came, Savage 
climbed to the top of a nearby ring- 
post and launched himself in Morales’ 
direction. The two men collided, but 
with unexpected results. Pedro's 
head struck the metal fence around 
the ring and knocked him to the foor. 
Savage's flying body block was 
slightly off and his left knee hit the 
concrete floor. 

It looked as if neither wrestler 
would get to his feet in time to beat 
the count. However, somehow, 
Randy managed to limp back into 
the ring and save his cherished 
belt. + 
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Today, Johnny Rodz makes his 
home in beautiful Brooklyn, New 
York. He is married and has three 
children: his son John Jr., and his two 
daughters Naomi and Tiffany. At 5'11 
and 241 solid pounds, Rodz has 
never retured and actually holds two 
heavyweight titles for two different in- 
dependent organizations. Johnny is 
the champ of the International Wres- 
tling Federation (IWF) and the Liberty 
World Wrestling League (LWWF). 
WRESTLING FURY hopes that you 
enjoy this interesting interview with a 
true wrestling legend. 

WRESTLING FURY: How did you 
first get started in professional 
wrestling? 

* Johnny Rodz: | began my actual 
amateur career in high school. | was 
very good at that level and decided | 
should try it as a pro, so | got in con- 
tact with a few semi-pro wrestling 
clubs in New York City and New Jer- 
sey. From these places | gained most 
of my experience which | carried 
over into my days with the WWF. 
Sometime later, | was discovered in 
these smaller clubs by someone from 


ee 


Even Billy Superstar’ Graham finds it difficult to escape Rodz’s wrath. 


Capital Sports Promotions— today 
they're called Titan Sports—the WWF. 
Currently, my career is being handled 
by my manager Frankie Long, a top 
manager in this sport. 

WF: Do you remember your very first 
professional match? 

JR: Of course | do. My first match 
with Capital Sports took place in 
Commack, Long Island, backs ome 
18 years ago. My opponent was 
“Irish” Don McClarity. | got a little car- 
ried away and was disqualified when 
| hit McClarity with a steel chair and 
busted him wide open. For the time 
that we wrestled, | received a 
reasonable amount of money. Today 
it would be three times as much. 

WF: What are some of the titles and 
championships that you've held dur- 
ing your amazing career? 

JR: Well, I've been the Americas 
Champion, the Canadian World 
Heavyweight Champion, the World 
Champion of both the International 
Wrestling Federation and of the Lib- 
erty World Wrestling League. In the 
1970s, | won the TV Trophy of Los 
Angeles. I've been a co-holder of 


both the World and North American 
tag team championships in Puerto 
Rico. Those are the major ones. 

WF: Who was your toughest oppo- 
nent to date? 

JR: I've wrestled so many great wres- 
tlers its hard to select just one single 
person. I've faced Antonio Rocca, 
Bruno Sammartino, Billy Graham, 
Stan “The Man” Stasiak, Pedro 
Morales, Bob Backlund, Harley 
Race, Hulk Hogan, and Carlos 
Colon—all of them world champions 
at one time or another. Of them all, 
Bruno Sammartino had to be the 
toughest. The man was not a clever 
wrestler, but he was very strong and 
very determined. Many wrestlers try 
to out-think you or try to get by on 
shortcuts and tricks. Bruno never did. 
He was all man and a very great 
champion. 

WF: What was your most memorable 
moment as a wrestler? 

JR: It would have to have occured 
while | was wrestling in Los Angeles. | 
was victorious in a 22-man Battle 
Royal. Very few wrestlers can say 
that. In that battle | faced the best 
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Johnny Rodz has made 
a lot of wrestling fans 
happy over the years. 


Phe 


wrestlers on the West Coast, includ- 
ing John Toles, Roddy Piper, Chavo 
Gerevre and Porckhop Cash. It was 
a very hard match and | was at my 
best. All the other wrestlers were from 
the West Coast and they all had part- 
ners in this match. | didn't. | am very 
proud of that victory. 

WF: On the other hand, what was 
you most embarrassing match? 

JR: The most embarrassing moment 
of my career was when | lost a match 
to Ivan Putski in front of a huge sell- 
out audience at New York's Shea 
Stadium. It was a stupid match and | 
came out too fast. Putski just caught 
me lucky. Afterwards | was upset with 
myself for rushing out so fast. 

WF: What different types of injuries 
have you suffered during your 
career? 

JR: | have suffered everything from 
fractured fingers to broken toes. In 
the amateurs, you can take time off 
and let your bones mend. That's the 
difference between a professional 
and an amateur. The professional 
man is able to accept and deal with 
pain to any extreme. I've wrestled 
many times with sprained ribs and 
broken blood vessels. While | was 
with Titan Sports (in the WWF), | was 
wrestling on television three to four 
times a week. Many times | was hurt, 
but | never missed a match. 

WF: What ever happened to your ex- 
tag-team partner Jose Estrada? 


Since leaving the WWF, Rodz has improved 100%. Today, 
he holds both the IWF and LWWF world belts. 
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JR: Jose and | have shared many 
tag team titles Jose is active in Puerto 
Rico now and holds the Puerto Rico 
Heavyweight Title. He will probably 
be here soon and we will tag team 
again. He's very underrated as a 
wrestler. 

WF: Would you ever wrestle for the 
WWF again? 

JR: | would, but only if | was given 
the proper credit and exposure 
which | deserved. When | was wres- 
tling for the WWF, | was very young 
and many of the older wrestlers took 
advantage of me. | don't think it 
would be the same story today. I'd 
like another crack at Hulk Hogan, | 
think my experience would be too 
much for most of these so-called su- 
perstars. 

WF: What are you outside interests, 
Johnny? 

JR: My profession outside of the 
wrestling is creating unique gold 
jewelry. | also enjoy working with 
young children in my spare time. | 
have done work to help raise funds 
for the Community of Mayors of New 
York and Fundraising for the Handi- 
capped. | enjoy helping bring out the 
potential in others. 

WF: Finally, do you have a personal 
message for your many fans? 

JR: My biggest gratification is know- 
ing that after watching Johnny Rodz 
wrestle, the fans go home happy, no 
matter what the outcome. * 
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HULK HOGAN FAN CLUB 


ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS! 
Since 1979 we are the original, 
authorized and ONLY FAN CLUB EN- 
DORSED BY THE HULKSTER 
HIMSELF! Yearly dues are only $5.00 
for exclusive color photos, giant an- 
nual, photo list, profile sheet, member- 
ship card and surprises galore! Sup- 
port a true champion and his true club! 


TELECERELECE 


SUPPORT THE FAN CLUB' 


Sanctioned by tne Hulk’ 4’ 
Join Now! Let The Hu \X) 


now You Care! 


Current Pro Wrestling/Roller Derby/ Karate 
NEWS & RESULTS 
Combat Sports published Bi-Monthly 
Single Issue: $2.00 
Yearly Subscription: $12.00 (includes 4 color 
photos, membership card & photo list) 


mate ane COMBAT SPORTS 


MONEY ORDER (IN U.S.A. FUNDS) TO: P.O. Box 651, Gracie Station 
New York, NY 10028-0011 
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! 
SUPER LISTS- Only $0€ for a list of posters, : ma 
programs, photos, magazines, and more! Lots of ; ograms ent! 
interesting items for sale. Don’t-miss out!!! GRAB BAG wes? 0 Pont mis? 
i 


A SINGLE ISSUE OF GWNS IS ONLY 
$1.50 WITH A SELF ADDRESSED 
STAMPED ENVELOPE. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES ARE $7.00 
FOR 4 MONTHS. 


A YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION IS $21.00. 


GLOBAL WRESTLING NEWS SERVICE, 
31 GROVELAND ST., 
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01108 


Become A Professionai Wrestier... 


“This One Has It All!” 
No Monthly Lessons! No Additional Charges! 


Learn all you need to know to become a 
é fap > Professional Wrestler. Find out how to 
ff if wa contact promoters in your state. Also 
ly’, 


i ‘ 3 learn the professional way to train. 
f~) 


Send $4.00 In Check or Money Order To 
BELLEW, 380 Fifth Ave., Suite #532, New York, NY 10018 
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It’s mask vs. mask as Tiger 
Mask dropkicks Black Tiger. 


Meow! 
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mperdink. 


their manager Sir Oliver Hu 


Even if he d 
loes dress funny, the Cheetah Kid has great taste in cars 


nif 


all 
ye 


46 WRESTLING FURY 


x att 1) AGRASANC 
em i) Same “4 COLORES 


i : Mi scaras. 
The greatest masked wrestler of all times: Mil Ma 
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Debbie Goanbe Bay in the arms of the nasty-looking Lady Satan. 


; Ge jade in shop class. 
J ‘hing Junior m 
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Mr. and Mrs. Professional. Here, 


In case you've been out of the country or Something, 


that’s Andre the Giant under the Giant Machine Mask, 


How Long Can 


Hulk Stay on Top? 


By Tony Kush 
Photos by John Barrett & Carmine De Spirito 


You can see that Hulk Hogan is no longer the easy-going guy he once was. 
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Even his toughest opponents are be- 
ginning to feel sorry for Hulk Hogan. 
They shake their heads in disbelief as 
the Hulkster wearily enters the ring to 
defend his WWF belt again. Some- 
times he has just rushed to the arena 
directly from the airport. Many times 
the backseat of his waiting limo is his 
only dressing room. It hasn't yet got- 
ten to the point where he's defending 
the championship twice a day, but 
sometimes it must feel like that. 

Its Chicago on Tuesday night, 
Kansas City on Wednesday, and then 
a quick trip to LA of Hollywood to do 
a spot on the A-Team or the Tonight 
Show. 

On Thursday, he's wrestling in 
Toronto, Canada, and on Friday, its 
Providence to tape a TV defense. 
Saturday it's all the way down to Lan- 
dover, Martyland, for TNT, and its 
Philadelphia on Sunday. Monday 
evening and Hulk Hogan is in New 
York City to wrestle at Madison 
Square Garden. 

True, he only has to visit those cit- 
ies once a month, but when he's not 
in those cities, its Boston, Oakland, 
St. Louis, Richmond, Miami, Detroit, 
and on it goes. The Hulkster’s one 
busy dude. And keep in mind that 
he's not going to these cities to have 
business meetings. When the Hulk- 
sters in town, he's there for one thing: 
to wrestle the best men in the WWF. 

The stress is incredible. Buddy 
Rogers, lvan Koloff, Bruno Sammarti- 
no, Pedro Morales, Billy Graham, 
and the Iron Sheik all had managers 
to arrange their schedules. The Hulk- 
ster has no one to plan his steps or 
his overall career. He takes things as 
they come and that can be difficult. 
Insiders will tell you that he often ar- 
rives at an arena without even know- 
ing who he is supposed to wrestle. 
Even a rookie wrestler knows you 
must have different tactics for differ- 


ent wrestlers. Some say that Hulk Ho- 
gan is so overworked that he has no 
time for friends of family. This is one 
of the reasons Paul “Mr. Wonderful’ 
Orndorff turned on him. 

Why would anyone put themselves 
through all this punishment? Well, the 
fame is marvelous and being recog- 
nized on the street can be thrilling. 
But how long can the Hulkster keep 
up his mind-boggling pace to enjoy 
all this? 

The pressure has been on Hulk 
Hogan from the start. For more than 
two years, Hulk Hogan has been de- 


ens sae 


“Mr. Wonderful’s”’ betrayal has left a huge hole in Hogan’s spirit. 


fending his title without rest. Every 
wrestler knows one day will come 
when he is no longer as strong or fast 
as he once was. By wrestling as often 
as he does, Hogan is speeding up 
this process. He constantly pushes 
his body to the breaking point. The 
day is coming when he will misjudge 
an opponent and be put flat on his 
back for the official three count. If he 
wishes to remain world champion, 
then he has to cut down on his num- 
ber of defenses. He must tell promot- 
ers “no” when they ask him to come 
back next month. The promoters 


dont care don't care about Hulk Ho- 
gan, the man. All they want are fans 
sitting in their arena. Its champion- 
ship suicide which the Hulkster is out 
to commit. 

You can see in recent pictures of 
the Hulkster that he is no longer the 
easy-going guy he once was. The 
problem with Paul Orndorff has hard- 
ened him. He doesn't trust people as 
freely as he once did. Mr. Wonderful’s 
betrayal really left a hole in Hulk Ho- 
gan’s spirit. He-s upset about himself 
for ever being such a fool. When he 
and Paul Orndorff became friends, 
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low long can he continue at this neck-breaking pace? 


Hulk told him a lot of personal things 
and training secrets which Hogan 
fears will come back to haunt him. 
Orndorff is walking around knowing 
as much about the Hulkster as any- 
one could know. It's nerve-wracking 
to think the man you must wrestle 
was once a trusted pal. When you 
look at Hulk Hogan today, you can 
see the doubt and mistrust in his 
eyes. After all, the eyes are the win- 
dows to the soul. 

Orndorff is not the only dark cloud 
on the Hulksters skyline. Randy 
“Macho Man” Savage is waiting to try 
50 WRESTLING FURY 


again. Big John Studd can't be 
counted out either. King Kong Bundy 
broke Hulk Hogan's lower ribs in their 
brawl and would like a second 
chance to do even more damage. Al 
of these wrestlers are professionals 
and they all know how to cripple and 
maim an opponent. Being 
challengers, their schedules are 
much easier than that of the champi- 
on. They can pick matches, no one is 
ordering them to defend the belt ev- 
ery week or be stripped. Hulk Hogan 
is out there night after night trying to 
keep what belongs to him. Each one 


of these experienced pros would like 
to close the book on Hulkamania. 
Apart from those already men- 
tioned, there are the young hungry 
contenders. These wrestlers came 
into the WWF for the sole purpose of 
one day wrestling and beating Hulk 
Hogan for the title. Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts is one man eager to try his 
luck against the champion. Hercules 
Hernandez and Jimmy Jack Funk 
would also like a crack at the big 
money. Without a manager to keep 
track of these unknown talents, Hulk 
Hogan may be in for some real 


z 


trouble. 

No one can really predict the future 
and so it's hard to say just how long 
Hulk Hogan can stay on top. He has 
the talent and the skills to stop others 
from taking his belt. But can he stop 
time from taking his youth? 

With each match, the promoters 
demand more from the Hulkster. Its 
not showmanship theyre after, they 
want whomping and stomping from 
the champion. 

Last August, Hulk Hogan took the 
biggest risk of his career, facing Paul 
“Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff in the Toron- 


If he wishes to remain world champion, then he has to cut do wn on his number of defenses. 


to Exhibition Stadium. Sure Hulk has 
wrestled Mr. Wonderful before, but in 
front of 71,000 people (the biggest 
gate in wrestling history), both men 
were at their best. Orndorff wrestled 
like there would be no tomorrow. He 
attacked Hulk Hogan without mercy. 
Only a day before, Hogan had been 
in Boston to tag-team with the Mach- 
ines. Such an assault would have 
leveled most men. A momentary 
break in Orndorffs attack gave Hulk 
all the time he needed. The champ 
came back strong with knee lifts and 
clotheslines to weaken his foe. Then 


Hulk Hogan turned the tables on Mr. 
Wonderful. With the crowd cheering 
his every move, Hulk Hogan lifted 
Orndorff into the piledriver. 

Unfortunately for the Hulkster, Orn- 
dorff had just enough power to push 
off and send both men tumbling out- 
side the ring. Mr. Wonderful and the 
champ were both counted out and 
disqualified. 

This is by no means Hulk Hogan's 
toughest battle. In the months to come, 
we'll see him force himself over an- 
other hundred miles of bad road. The 
question is, can he take it? « 
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Q: Is Roddy Piper really from Scotland? 
Irene Katz 
Great Neck, NY 
A: Roddy Piper is from Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. That's part of Canada and 
not Scotland. The confident wrestler 
is of Scottish descent and he learned 
to play the bagpipes as a youngster. 
he began wrestling professionally in 
Los Angeles around 1975. In 1984, 
after stints in both the AWA and the 
NWA, Roddy Piper came into the 
WWF. He's been a superstar ever 
since. For the time being, Roddy is a 
good guy, but with Piper, you can't 
be sure how long this trend will 
continue. 
Q: When did Rick Martel win the AWA 
championship? 
Kathy Stone 
Staten Island, NY 
A: Rick Martel won the AWA champi- 
onship on May 13, 1984 from Jumbo 
Tsuruta in St. Paul. 
Q: /s there something wrong with 
Kerry Von Erich? | haven't seen him 
on television in a long time. 
Gary Hefner 
Chicago, IL 
A: Sorry to be the one to tell you this, 
but Kerry Von Erich has been out of 


; o> == =. er 


Send all questions to: 
WRESTLING FURY 
JEMS, Inc. 

PO Box 3359 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 


Attn: Question 
Bo 


Reader Edward Parker of Lowell, Massachusetts, wants to know if ‘“Hoss** 
Funk and Dory Funk Jr. are the same person. 


action due to a motorcycle accident. 
The accident, which occurred June 
4, caused a compound fracture 
about three inches above Kerry's 
right ankle, dislocated his hip and two 
bones in his foot. Doctors have said 
Kerry Von Erich should be able to re- 
turn to the ring in about another 
month because he is in such great 
shape, but Kerry is predicting he'll be 
back even sooner. : 
Q: My second question is: Who do 
you think is the best wrestler in the 
World Class Group right now? 

Gary Hefner 

Chicago, IL 
A: | would say it's a tie between Chris 
Adams, the champion, and Kevin 
Von Erich. 


Q: Is “Hoss” Funk really Dory Funk 
Jr? They look a lot alike, but nobody 
on TV ever mentions it. 
Edward Parker 
Lowell, MA 
A: The WWF doesn't like its wrestlers 
to mention previous accomplish- 
ments achieved in other alliances. 
Still, its true “Hoss” Funk is none other 
than Dory Funk Jr. He and his broth- 
er, Terry, are the sons of wrestling 
great Dory Funk Sr. Dory Jr. was 
born and raised in Texas and played 
football for West Texas State before 
becoming a professional wrestler. For 
most of his career, he has obeyed the 
rules and even won the NWA World's 
heavyweight title in 1969. He held 
that version of the world title until 
1973. Dory is 6'1 and weighs 240 
pounds. 
Q: /s Jimmy Jack Funk really related 
to “Hoss” and Terry Funk? 
Edward Parker 
Lowell, MA 
A: Jimmy Jack Funk is no relation to 
the other Funks. He was trained by 
Dory when he first entered the busi- 
ness. Many other wrestlers have 
been billed as brothers or cousins 
when this is not the case. 
Q: Did Terry Funk ever hold the NWA 
World championship? 
Ed Pope 
Boston, MA 
A: Yes, he did. Terry and Dory are 
the only brothers ever to both hold the 
NWA World belt. Terry won the title from 
Jack Brisco on December 10, 1975 
and held it until February 6, 1977. x 
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ONE OF US HAS GOTTA GO! 


et 5 


There's a simple way to tell the British 
Bulldogs apart. The Dynamite Kid is 
the emotional one. He takes things 
very personally. His partner, Davey 
Boy Smith, is just the opposite. He's 
the total professional and nothing 
bothers him. He isn't concerned 
when his opponents try to play mind 
games with him. It didn't worry when 
Jimmy Jack Funk started taunting the 
Bulldogs from ringside. Davey Boy 
wanst troubled in the least when 
Funk began circling the ring while the 
Bulldogs were wrestlin the Moon- 
dogs or the Dream Team. 

As long as he didn't physically 
interfere with the match, Smith 
couldn't have cared less. But boy, did 
that nonsense get to the susceptible 
Dynamite Kid. 

After the fourth or fifth ringside ap- 
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Funk flings Dynamite Kid into the steel rail around the ring. 


pearance by Funk, the Kid was fed 
up. He filed requests with the various 
State Athletic Commissions seeking 
to have the irritating cowboy re- 
moved. When that didn't work, he 
pleaded with the WWF President 
Frank Tunney to put a stop to the 
bothersome antics. Again, no results. 
Nothing, until he agreed to wrestle 
Funk in an individual match at the 
earliest convenience. No sooner 
were the contracts signed, when 
Jimmy Jack pulled a complete van- 
ishing act. Even with high-powered 
binoculars you couldn't find him any 
place in the arena. Rather than calm 
the Dynamite Kid down, this new tac- 
tic drove him even crazier. 

As the showdown approached, the 
Kid became increasingly tense and 
unable to sleep. 


The Kid Dynamite vs. Jimmy Jack Funk 


by John Barrett 


On the eve of their first. match, the 
Dynamite Kid could be found work- 
ing out in a dimly-lit gym with Davey 
Boy Smith. Hour after hour, they went 
over the holds and takedowns the 
Kid would use to wear down his rule- 
breaking opponent. Jimmy Jack 
spent his night with his partner Hoss 
Funk but they were at a local water- 
ing hole. There among his bar-room 
buddies, Funk bragged that his 
vanishing act had nothing to do with 
the Kid or their upcoming match. In 
his strong baritone voice Funk told 
all, how he had been kidnapped by a 
great-looking groupie and was forced 
to spend three marvelous weeks in 
the Bahamas. The Dynamite Kid 
would be no match for him and there 
was no need to train. 

The match was no surprise to any- 
one. Jimmy Jack came out with 
clenched fists and bent knees, and 
aimed at the head and stomach. The 
Dynamite Kid stayed on the defense 
for the first half. He was out to wear 
down the bloated Funk. Funk was in 
a hurry and out to annihilate his Brit- 
ish foe. Then it came. Jimmy Jack 
trapped the Kid in a corner. He raked 
Dynamite with vicious chops to the 
head and kicks to the ribs. The Kid 
spun around and Jimmy Jack was in 
the corner. A single roundhouse right 
to the stomach forced Funk over. He 
clutched his bloated belly and gur- 
gled with agony. 

The mind games were over. The 
Kid grabbed Funk's extended arm 
and hurled him across the ring. Like 
a rubber ball hitting the side of a 
building, Funk bounced back and 
the Kid was waiting. WHAM! Up and 
over in a perfect suplex. 

It was over and the Dynamite Kid 
won. There would be no more nui- 
sance from Jimmy Jack in the Bull- 
dogs future. * 
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LeBell Breaks 
opwast"e =the Sports 


Barrier! 


Assisting Gene is Mando Guerrero 


“A winner!” —Freddie Blassie w.W.A. World Champ 
“Super great book!" —Lord James Blears British Heavyweight Champ 
“A must!” —Verne Gagne National Amateur & Pro World Wrestling Champ 
“Foremost authority!” —Hayward Nishioka National AAU Judo Grand Champion 
“My thanks.” —King Curtis laukea Hawaiian Heavyweight Champ 
Another exciting facet in the science of fighting.” 
—Benny ‘The Jet’ Urquidez Full-Contact World Karate Champ 
“LeBell shows all the finishing holds and more!” 
—Count Billy Varga World's American Heavyweight Wrestling Champ 
“THIS BOOK SHOULD BE BANNED!" — Nick Bockwinkel AWA. World Champ 


An effective Finishing Hold is the most decisive way of winning 
a pro-wrestling match. However, the application doesn't stop 
there. It is invaluable for any encounter whether in the ring, on 
the mator in the street. Knowledge is power and this book has it 
all: Hip Locks; Neck Locks; Grape Vines galore; Cobra Grip; 
Boston Crab; and Gori’s Siamese Twin plus so much more it 
boggles the mind. 


The undisputed best illegal holds in the world are shown. It’s all 
here. Over 760 tried and true Finishing Holds. Whether you are 
a novice or a seasoned professional, this book is your ultimate 
source. It is the first book of its kind written and demonstrated 
by the master of the Finishing Hold, World Champion, 
“Judo” Gene LeBell. 
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Send Check or Money Order to: 0. 95 
JEMS, INC. 
P.O. Box 3359 /\ 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 


YES! | want to know how to Finish my opponents! 
Please send me copies of “Judo” Gene's 
great new book Pro-Wrestling Finishing Holds. 


I've enclosed check or money order for ____ 
(Include shipping & handling and sales tax where applicable) 


Name 
Address 


CS Sate Zip 


Shipping & Handling: 1 Book - $1 50. 2-3 Books - $2.00. 50¢ lor each 
additional book Foreign Countries: Add $2 00 forthe first item plus 75¢ 
for each additional item. Payable in US lunds only New Jersey Res.: 
Add 6% Sales Tax 
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Will Kirchner Go 
A.W.O.L.? 


ob i, Sil Se 
by Pvt. Eric Dommer 


Photos by 


Carmine De Spirito 
aS SS See! 


Being on active duty myself, | can 
really understand Corporal Kirchner 
a little better than others. In spite of 
the shaggy hair and unkempt stub- 
ble, Kirchner is a regular Joe and all 
Army. He's as military as chipped 
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Corporal Kirchner is a proud symbol for America. 


~ * 


beef and duffle bags. This sets the 
Corporal apart from the civilian popu- 
lation. See, when youre regular army, 
you put the squad first and yourself 
second. Nothing is more important 
than carrying out orders successfully. 

When | attend a WWF card at the 
local armory, | get the feeling that the 
other fans aren't too thrilled with 
Kirchner. From the conversations | 
have overheard it seems a lot of peo- 
ple don't expect the Corporal to stay 
in the WWF for long. | hear disbelief 
in others voices. 

“Kirchner aint staying here for 


long,” said one stranger to his chum. 
“He'll get fed up with Vince and the 
Hulk.” 


“You know, youre right,” said the 
friend. “Remember Sgt. Slaughter? 
Hulk Hogan wouldn't wrestle him and 
he quit to go to the AWA. Guys like 
Slaughter and Kirchner are used to 
giving orders, not taking them. When 
Kirchner finds out he cant wrestle 
Hulk Hogan for the title, its goodbye 
WWF and so long fans.” 

On the surface, | can't help but 
agree with those comments. Indeed, 
| do remember Sgi. Slaughter leaving 


because Hulk Hogan wouldnt put 
the belt on the line. Yes, | do feel Cor- 
poral Kirchner is being used to test 
the waters for Hogan, Just the other 
day, at the armory, | watched Kirch- 
ner take a real good noggin’ knocker 
from Paul “Mr. Wonderful’ Orndorff. 
Don't get me wrong, the Corporal 
gave a good account of himself. In 
fact, | felta great deal of pride know- 
ing that we both serve in the same 
army. However, after the match was 
over, the ring announcer entered the 
ring to tell us “Next month, Hulk Ho- 
gan will defend his world title against 


Paul ‘Mr. Wonderful’ Orndorff, right 
here in this arena. Be sure and get 
your tickets early.” 

| might be a bit paranoid, but | got 
the feeling that Hulk Hogan was 
somewhere in that armory taking 
notes on how Orndorff fared against 
Kirchner. No, | don't think its right to 
use a novice like Kirchner as a 
guinea pig against an experienced 
professional like Mr. Wonderful. It's 
like sending raw recruits to the front 
lines without even six weeks of basic 
training. 

Still, | don't think even this tye of ac- 


tion will force Kirchner over the hill. A 
good soldier takes his orders and 
doesnt ask for explanations. The first 
thing the Army teaches you is loyalty. 
Regardless of how unfair the situa- 
tion, if the WWE officials told Corporal 
Kirchner to fight a hundred Paul Orn- 
dorffs, he would. That's the big differ- 
ence between Kirchner and Sgt. 
Slaughter. 

The big jaw Sarge was a maverick. 
Even in the Marines, he was nothing 
but trouble. | remember when | was 
stationed at the Pentagon. Every day, 
the Military Review Board would get 


WRESTLING FURY 61 


Harley Race has done something to enrage Kirchner. You can bet he'll be sorry about that. 


at least 50 complaints about how 
Slaughter was mistreating the recruits 
in basic training. Sgt. Slaughter ran 
that camp in the Carolinas like he 
was training his own personal army. It 
was only after a few hundred of his 
dogfaces started writing their con- 
gressmen that the Marines put him 
behind a desk. Plenty of his com- 
manding officers were worried that 
one day he might kill somebody. He 
quit the Marines and went into 
wrestling with the same rotten, self- 
serving attitude. If you remember, he 
didn't come into wrestling as any kind 
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of wrestling hero. He was a sadist 
who broke every rule. 

Slaughter turned hero only out of 
loyalty to his fellow marines. You can 
thank the Iron Sheik and the Ayatol- 
lah for the change in Slaughter. The 
hostage situation in Iran made Sgt. 
Slaughter return to his senses. Cor- 
poral Kirchner needed no such crises 
to straighten out his thinking. He was 
always 100% Army and 200% 
American. Still, even now the shadow 
of Sergeant Slaughter comes back to 
haunt Kirchner like a bad dream. 
People think there’s too much coinci- 


dence in that this tough grunt ap- 
peared so shortly after Slaughter 
went to the AWA. Some fans think 
Vince McMahon create Corporal 
Kirchner just to fill the need for an All- 
American Hero. No way! I've seen 
Kirchners Army records, a buddy 
over at the Pentagon passed them 
on to me. 

You can't just create the intensity or 
emotional energy which is there 
when Kirchner climbs into the ring 
against Nikolai Volkoff or the Iron 
Sheik. There's a hatred there un- 
matched by anything I've ever wit- 
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Living up to the 82nd Airborne reputation, Kirchner lunges for Paul “Mr. Wonderful’ Orndorff. 


nessed in my twenty years oi 
watching wrestling. Remember when 
Kirchner agreed to wrestle Volkoff in 
those “Peace Matches”? The big Rus- 
sian promised to keep the match on 
a scientific level. He should have had 
the advantage in that Kirchner has lit- 
tle amateur experience while Volkoff 
has impressive amateur credentials. 
But it was Nikolai who let loose with 
punches, kicks, and dare | say an oc- 
casional bite. Only Kirchner’s fighting 
spirit kept Volkoff from complete com- 
mand of the series. The Corporal sent 
the Hero of the Soviet Union running. 


This is the same Volkoff who Hulk Ho- 
gan considered one of his toughest 
challengers. Thanks to Corporal 
Kirchner, the champ may never have 
to worry about him again. 

You might wonder what the hero of 
the 82nd Airborne will do after he 
chases Volkoff and Sheik out of the 
WWF. Right now, he is scheduled to 
wrestle Harley Race again here at the 
armory. Race may have been agreat 
wrestler in his day, but that day has 
come and gone. There is nothing left 
to the ex-NWA World champion. 
Kirchner has faced him before and 


Vol. ons 


beaten him easily. For my money 
they're wasting a talented young 
wrestler like Corporal Kirchner. | think 
he should be chasing down the 
“Macho Man.” The Intercontinental 
belt would look very nice around 
Kirchners fatigues. 

In the months to come we'll see 
whether or not Kirchner has the 
brains and guts needed to be a world 
champion. He'll have to prove to 
some fans that he's not just a Rambo 
copycat. Still, if there's one man who 
can do all that, its Corporal 
Kirchner. 
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Brad Rheingans’ 
Secret Quest 


Photos & text by Tony Kush 
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Chris Markoff is one of the men Brad 
would like to see on the outs. 
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Boris Zuchoff tests the incredible power of Brad Rheingans. 


“For too long, its been left up to the 
individual wrestler to decide on his 
choice of tactics. It shouldn't be that 
easy. I've seen plenty of good wres- 
tlers crippled and maimed in this 
game by men who should have been 
stopped a long time ago. To wrestle 
scientifically is like comitting suicide. 
Boris Zuchoff and Colonel DeBeers 
dont think anything of kicking or 
punching when he's down. | want 
to show other wrestlers that if they're 
willing to wrestle clean, so am |.” 

“| don't need the referees to protect 
me. In fact, if everyone obeyed the 
rules, there wouldn't be much need 
for referees to begin with. If | needed 
anyone's help to save me, | would 
never have become a pro in the first 
place.” 

Will Brad be able to change the 
course of professional wrestling sin- 
gle handedly? Can one man's action 
alter the path of hundred of others? 
I'm afraid the odds are against him. 
Despite, Rheingans hard work and 
dedication, nothing will change until 
the promoters see the light of day. * 


When you see Brad Rheingans in the 
wrestling ring, you've got to wonder 
what's a guy like this doing in with 
Boris Zuchoff or “The Barbarian.” At 
5'10, he's hardly the biggest man 
ever to wrestle (In fact, he's likely one 
of the smallest.) Without bulging bi- 
ceps and bleached blond hair, Brad's 
not exactly the norm. Brad Rhein- 
gans is very different from the other 
men who grunt and groan. He's intel- 
ligent. He's got class written all over 
him and above all, he’s got a mission. 

As incredible as it might seem, 
Brad Rheingans wants to reform the 
pro sport. His plan for this doesn't in- 
clude chasing out the bad guys. In- 
stead, Rheingans thinks that by 
setting a good example, the others 
will follow. 

“If you chased all the bad guys out 
of wrestling today, another group of 
rowdies would take their place,” ex- 
plains Brad. “What you have to be 
willing to do is show them where 
they're making their mistakes. You 
have to be willing to alter the nature 
of the sport. 


The Sheik yells as Rheingans applies the pressure. 


rules important and this is the real 
problem.” 

Rules are important to Brad Rhein- 
gans. He grew up on the rules and 
regulations of the amateur sport. A 3 
time NCAA National Champion and 
a.4-time AAU Greco-Roman Champ, 
the rules have done all right by him. 
He wrestled in the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics and came up just one short 


for gold. Still, he hung on to his belief 
in the rules. In 1980, he was deter- 
mined to win the gold in Russia. The 
United States boycotted the Games 
and Rheingans stuck by the rules. 
That was the same year he turned 
pro. It was only natural for Rheingans 
to make that choice. All his life, he 
has been surrounded by a pro wres- 
tlers or would-be pros. Bob Backlund 
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was his teammate at North Dakota 
State. Buck Zum Hofe was a high 
school teammate and the Iron Sheik 
coached him for the 1976 Olympics. 
No one can use the rules. You 
cant fault the man’s ability, he is fast 
and strong. He is not hiding behind 
the referees. All Brad Rheingans 
wants to do is make the sport of pro 
wrestling a sport. 
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NOSTALGIA CORNER 


The Bulldog Brower Story 


Photos and text by Mike O’Hara 


Bulldog Brower poses with his manager, the Grand Geek. 


In today’s world of sports, we so often 
speak of athletes in terms of stars or 
superstars, but we have almost lost 
understanding of the true meanings 
of these words. When | look for a 
definition of the word “legendary,” | 
look no further than Dick “The Bull- 
dog” Brower. | can't think of a more 
appropriate wrestler to use the term 
on. 

Right from the start of Dick's illustri- 
ous career, there has been non-stop 
action and excitement. When asked 
about his beginnings in the sport, 
Dick said, “Well, my early years were 
a formative period in my career. | 
found out very quickly that you don't 
get ahead in this game by being Mr. 
Good Guy all the time. In wrestling, 
hate makes the turnstiles click and | 
would much rather be on the peo- 
ple's hate list than win any popularity 
list. Its much more lucrative.” 

Being on the people's hate list 
bever seems to be much of a prob- 
lem for Dick with his arrogant attitude. 
During his long undefeated streak in 
Canafa (which to my knowledge is 
the longest in Canadian wrestling his- 
tory), he defeated every top name 
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star in the sport as promoters cons- 
tantly brought in big-name talent to 
try and topple this human tank. Yu- 
kon Eric, Whipper Watson, Tony Mar- 
ino, Johnny Valentine, Gino “Gorilla 
Monsoon” Marella, Illio DePaolo, and 
Jim Hady all fell short of stopping the 
tenacious Bulldog. 

On June 26, 1962 it appeared that 
Brower’s streak would finally come to 
an abrupt halt at the hands of a 
young Italian strongman, who was 
certainly making a name for himself 
in the sport at a very rapid pace. 
Dick, on this night in Hamilton, On- 
tario, was to begin a never-ending 
feud with Bruno Sammartino. 

The match had such box office ap- 
peal that it was held in a local outdoor 
baseball stadium to accommodate a 
huge crowd. Both young grapplers 
had quite a lot at stake in this two of 
three fall main event, but it was Brow- 
er, with his uncanny knack of over- 
coming all odds that gained the 
pinfall in the first round by pummeling 
Bruno to the mat in twelve minutes. 
Bruno, showing he is made of stern 
stuff indeed, came back in the sec- 
ond fall to get a submission out of the 


mighty Brower. It was in the third fall, 
however, that Dick proved to all in at- 
tendance that he must win at all costs. 
Bruno was near the ropes as Dick 
used his head as a human battering 
ram to send Sammartino through the 
ropes and almost into the second 
row of ringside seats. Referee “Tiger” 
Tasker tolled the count and Dick 
Brower gained his most impressive 
win up until that time. 

Dick's brutality continued in Cana- 
da and on August 3 of the same year 
in Toronto, he caused a full-scale riot 
involving himself, Tony Marino and 
over 100 ringside fans. The two gladi- 
ators battled their way out of the ring 
and onto the dressing room walk 
ramp, where the mob quickly tried to 
even the odds for their hero, Marino. 
The police, the ushers and/even the 
promoter, Frank Tunney, finally eased 
the fans back into a milder level of 
revolution; though not until Brower 
had finished off Marino via a count 
out and headed back to the dressing 
room. Even a heated situation such 
as this was turned into an opportunity 
by the crafty Bulldog. 

That year proved to be a time of 


great success for Dick as he not only 
gained the International tag team ti- 
tles with “Sweet Daddy’ Siki, but also 
won the NWA World title from “Nature 
Boy” Buddy Rogers, if only for a brief 
two minutes and 19 seconds! The 
match, which took place in February 
of 1962, saw Rogers in a pinfall posi- 
tion with his foot draped over the bot- 
tom ring rope. Referee Joe Solub, 
unaware of Rogers situation, counted 
to three and handed the belt over to 
Brower. The incident of the leg on the 
ropes was brought to the attention of 
the referee by pro-wrestler Jim Hady. 
Solub then signaled for the bell and 
the match to continue, but by this 
time Brower was celebrating in the 
dressing room. The referee began a 
count on Brower, who didn't know 
that the title would soon be taken 
back by virtue of a count out! 

This massive native of Delaware is 
no stupid jock by any means, as he 
graduated from Delaware University 
and had plans of being a chiroprac- 
tor. | guess being the wild man that 
he is made breaking bones more fun 
than healing them, so a career in pro 
wrestling was inevitable. Dick, at 5'10” 
and weighing roughy 275 pounds, 
was no push over in the ring and 
much of his success can be attribut- 
ed to his immense strength. 

On the subject of training Dick stat- 
ed, “Right now I'm not really into that 
heavy power lifting that | used to do a 
while back, compared to the average 
wrestler | still lift some heavy iron. | 
used to do 550 pounds in the bench 
press and over 600 pounds in the 
squat with plenty of repetitions and 
sets. You need plenty of power in this 
sport and besides | always love the 
feeling you get after doing a really 
good workout. There is no greater 
feeling on earth and | recommend it 
to all young guys.” 

After a very long stay in Canada, 
Dick went on a worldwide tour which 
included Australia, New Zealand, 
and several other far-off lands. “I like 
the country down there and | also like 
the big money there, too. They're all 
nice people as far as human beings 
are concerned, and | very much pre- 
fer them to all the ‘undesirable’ ele- 
ments and all these characters and 
creeps and bums and idiots and 
jerks that you have at arenas here in 
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Dominc DeNucci goes for a pin against Brower. 


the United States,” he said. 

After meeting and defeating the 
best in the lands down under, he ven- 
tured into the Mid-West territory and 
literally stole the Sheik's thunder with 
his own brand of rough house ring 
antics. Dick really became well 
known in the wrestling world from his 
tour of this area. He had a love-hate 
relationship with the fans as he wres- 
tled everybody regardless of the fact 
that they were rulebreakers or favor- 
ites. “I took on everyone in Michigan, 
Ohio, and the surrounding states. As 
long as it was good pay, I'd wrestle 
anyone, any place, at any time,” said 
the Bulldog. 

From the Mid-West, he went 
straight to the East Cast and threw 
challenges to WWF champion Bruno 
Sammartino a and then his 
predecessor, Pedro Morales. But the 
WWF title was not to be his, although 
on many occasions he came close. 

Dick did gain solid victories over 
Chief Jay Strongbow, Sonny King, 
Tony Marino, Gorilla Monsoon, and 
several other wrestling “biggies.” “I've 
got to admit, Bruno Sammartino 
gave me my toughest battles any- 
where. We had plenty of bloody 


brawls and | gave Bruno many a 
lump and many a bump that he'll 
never forget. As far as I'm concerned, 
itll never be over between me and 
Bruno.” 

Dick later returned to Canada and 
gained the Canadian heavyweight 
championship. He defended the title 
all over and turned back the 
challenges of Angelo Mosca, Baron 
Von Raschke, Terry Yorkston, Colon 
“Colon” Belafonte, Hartford Love and 
“Arriba” Luis Martinez. Fans didn't 
know whether to cheer him or jeer 
him as he took on every contender 
and proved to be a fighting Canadian 
champion. 

In 1975 Dick signed up with the 
IWA and brought wrestling into a new 
golden era. Shortly after entering the 
promotion, he trounced the deadly 
heart punch specialist, Ox Baker, for 
the coveted I|WA North American 
heavyweight championship. Once 
this prestigious title was strapped 
around his ample waist, the con- 
tenders just jumped up out of no- 
where. Dino Bravo, Thunderbolt 
Patterson, Ernie Ladd, Tex McKen- 
zie, Luis Martinez, Argentina Apollo, 
Gino Brito, Cowboy Bob Ellis, Nelson 
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Bulldog muscles his way to another victory. 


Royal and Mil Mascaras (then IWA 
World Champion) all tried to take 
Brower’ belt, but all failed. 

“Everybody, and | mean every- 
body, was out to get my North Ameri- 
can Heavyweight title. But the only 
belt they got was a belt in the teeth,” 
chuckled the Bulldog. 

The IWA met quite a few obstacles 
and eventually set up shop in the 
Mid-Atlantic area of the United States. 
From there the promotion fell upon 
hard times as most of its major stars 
soon departed. A tournament was 
held to determine a new IWA world ti- 
tle holder and Dick edged out the 
rest of the pack to attain this great 
honor. As if this was not enough, Dick 
settled his differences with his arch- 
rival, The Mighty Igor, to upset Kurt 
Von Hess and Karl Von Stroheim for 
the IWA tag team championship. 
Those long years of bitter hatred for 
each other eventually cost Brower 
and Igor the tag titles, but he held 
both the North American and World 
titles until the WA's final days. 

In 1978 Dick returned to the 
Michigan-Ohio wrestling area, but the 
fans saw a new Dick Brower. Enter- 
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ing the ring at 235 pounds, and 
sporting a new perm hair style, fans 
had to look very close to realize that 
this was the very same man who ap- 
peared in their area several years 
earlier. He quickly flew to the top of 
the ratings by virtue of his victories 
over such stars as Luis Martinez, 
Crusher Verdu, Tony Parisi, Tim 
Hampton, Nelson Royal and another 
“Bulldog” by the name of Don Kent. 
After several attempts at dethroning 
the U.S. Champion, the Sheik (who 
saved himself each time by getting 
disqualified), Dick went in search of 
greener pastures. 

No sooner did he leave the Mid- 
West, when he was contacted by a 
small but growing promotion in West 
Virginia named Continental Wrestling 
Congress. Under the management of 
the late great Scott Howard, who was 
at one time the TV commentator for 
the Roller Games, Dick won a tourna- 
ment to attain their version of the 
world title After beating all the oppo- 
nents in this promotion, he retired the 
championship! 

He then returned to New York City 
to compete in the rings of Vegas Inter- 


national Wrestling Promotions, where 
he was recognized as the U.S.A 
Champion. After several successful ti- 
tle defenses and preparing to team 
up with Dr. Jerry Graham, he was 
contacted to appear in Australia for 
quite a hefty sum, so off he went once 
again in search of fame and fortune. 
That's exactly what he found as he 
defeated Ron Miller for the Australian 
heavyweight championship and then 
whipped King Curtis for the Brass 
Knuckles title. 

Does professional wrestling have 
huge monetary rewards, you ask? 
Well, Dick sports a beautful eight kar- 
at diamond in a 24-karat gold setting 
and the ring has been conservatively 
appraised at $35,000. Dick keeps 
track of time with a magnificent solid 
gold watch, which is valued well over 
$15,000. At one time, Dick owned a 
huge farm outside of New Market, 
Ontario, and all of his clothes are tai- 
lored especially for him. | guess this 
erases any doubts you may have 
had. 

In search of even bigger pay days, 
Dick returned to the WWF, where he 
tried to unseat the current champion, 


DeNucci negated Bulldog 


‘s power by holding him to the mat. 


In the end Brower was able to overcome his opponent. 


Bob Backlund. In the process he 
gained victories over Tony Garea, 
Larry Zbyszko, Dominic Denucci and 
Ivan Putski. 

Once again on the move, Dick 
made a tour of the Caribbean in 1980, 
where he squashed the likes of The 
Invader, Carlos Colon, Mighty Igor, 
Luke Graham, and others. Dick also 
successfuly teamed with “Crazy” Luke 
and Gorgeous George Jr. while on 
this tour. 

J.J. Dillon, who was then managing 
in the Texas area, heard of Dick's un- 
predictable ring style and signed him 
to appear in the lone star state, where 
he defeated the likes of Pak Song, 
Sweet Brown Sugar, Don Diamond, 
and where he pinned then-Texas 
champion David Von Erich in a non- 


‘title bout. 


Dick returned to the WWF for a 
short period in 1981 and quickly left 
for a series of battles in Nigeria. On 
January 30, 1981, a crowd of almost 
40,000 people turned out to see Dick 
put to the test by meeting his arch ri- 
val, the Mighty Igor. 


The reason there was so much in- 
terest in this match was that old IWA 
TV tapings were being shown in the 
Caribbean in which Brower was be- 
ing constantly chased by the Polish 
strongman for the North American ti- 
tle. Igor had become nothing short of 
a national hero in Nigeria and Power 
Mike Promotions soon signed the two 
in anon-title bout (Brower is still 
recognized as the North American 
champion in Nigeria). Well, needless 
to say, sitting on a dirt floor in the out- 
door National Stadium Main Bowl in 
Kano, Nigeria, the fans were indeed 
lucky to witness one of the all time hot- 
test feuds in wrestling history. 

Dick made his way back to the 
WWF once again where he teamed 
with several partners to try and unseat 
Tony Garea and Rick Martel, champi- 
ons at the time. Forming alliances with 
such men as Angelo Mosca, Larry 
Sharp and The Masked Executioner 
was not enough to tag away the 
crowns from two of the most popular 
young men who have ever wrestled 
on the East Coast. 

Atthe same time, Dick tried to maul 
his way past Pedro Morales and add 
the Intercontinental championship to 
his long list of titles, but Pedro was 
able to escape the tactics of the wres- 
tling man mountain. 

After gaining solid victories over 
many fighters, Dick was givena 
grudge match with Bruno Sammarti- 
no inthe summer of 1981 in Wild- 
wood, New Jersey. This would be 
one of Bruno's final battles before his 
retirement and neither man let the 
fans down as the battle was a classic 
from beginning to end. 

1982 started off with a big tour of 
Southeast Asia with Dick displaying 
his “Brower Power’ in such places as 
Penang and Kuala Lumpur in Malay- 
sia, and Singapore. Other top name 
international wrestlers who appeared 
on this tour were Johnny Powers, 
Bobo Brazil, Tiger Jeet Singh, Chin 
Lee, Akio Sato and Yoshiro Momota. 

Whatis in store for Dick “The Bull- 
dog’ Brower in the coming years? 

| can best answer this question with 
a variation of an old joke | once heard. 
Where can a 270-pound wildman be 
found wrestling next? The answer of 
course is: Anywhere he wants to! * 
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